FROM THE MEMBER'S DESK 


Yes—no—maybe so—ranged reactions to the letters written by 
two average League members about the program-making process and 
published by THE NATIONAL VOTER in the January issue. Excerpts 


from typical letters appear below. 

I find myself in agreement with 
N. W. of Indiana with reference 
to “Can Spring Be Far Behind?” 

At the beginning of our meet- 
ing we brought up seven subjects, 
from which we selected four. Then 


a lull came while members silent- - 


ly sought more ideas. The silence 
was a cue for one member to pro- 
duce the “helpful” article. It is my 
belief that we spent more time 
on it than on original suggestions 
and I think that was unfortunate. 

T. Z. G. (California) 

I especially liked “Can Spring 
Be Far Behind?” I disagree com- 
pletely with N. W. of Indiana. 

Of course the local Leagues 
need some leadership from the na- 
tional Board. National is in close 
touch with the great issues con- 
fronting us; its main business is 





the study of those issues so that 
it can supply League members 
with food for thought. If every- 
thing really started in units, the 
situation might be chaotic. If we 
had no leadership we would spread 
ourselves too thin. 
M. H. (Connecticut) 
Some members, like N. W. of 
Indiana, don’t need or want sug- 
gestions or guidance from the 
Board. The League, in my experi- 
ence, is grateful to them for their 
independent ideas. But many of us 
are like E. W. of Ohio: we appreci- 
ate suggestions, even from the na- 
tional Board! We respond to them 
in a more or less independent way, 
according to how much time, ac- 
tivity, thought and creativity we 
can give. I don’t see how N. W. 
can lose by this process. 
S. S. (California) 





THE VERY IDEA! 
DOWN TO EARTH —That’s the 
name suggested by the League of 
Women Voters of South Euclid, 
Ohio, for the push on trade. This 
League’s bulletin went to to say: 

“There’s a good chance that for- 
eign aid, trade agreements, and 
other similar down-to-earth plans 
for peace will be pushed aside in 
the scramble to breathe the heady 
vapors of outer space . . . Does 
anybody remember what ‘satellite’ 
used to mean? Apparently the So- 
viets haven’t forgotten. They are 
busy making both kinds ...Ina 
Congress facing an election, it will 
be hard to get action for building 
long-range defenses (other than 
ICBM) which cost money without 
making a loud bang. We’re going 
to have to work in 1958, exhorting 
our fellow citizens to look ahead 
in time as well as in space. Some- 
how we’re going to have to find a 
way to bring world trade and eco- 
nomic aid to the front page. Some- 
how a down-to-earth campaign is 
going to have to be as jet-propelled 
as any rocket. Somehow it is going 
to have to succeed.” 
WELTVERSTAENDIGUNG durch 
welthandel — That’s German for 
“world trade creates world under- 
standing,” and it was heard on the 


radio in Little Rock. Next it came 
over the air in Spanish. Then a 
voice began speaking in Japanese. 
Whereupon the announcer said 
“Don’t tell me that means ‘world 
trade creates world understand- 
ing’ ” and the answer was (in Eng- 
lish) “No, that was the alphabet, 
but it’s as basic as a-b-c that world 
trade does ‘create world under- 
standing.” 

This was one of seven spot an- 
nouncements recorded by the Lit- 
tle Rock League of Women Voters 
and used intensively by eight radio 
stations. Another, in language 
that every Little Rocker could 
understand, said: “Faraway places 
with strange sounding names... 
They’re not so far away any more. 
Bicycles, aluminum, children’s 
toys—all are made in the Little 
Rock area and are exported to 
foreign countries.” 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT they 
called it in Oak Lawn, Illinois; it 
was the annual buffet supper for 
prospective members. Each booth 
featured a single food and a single 
program subject, and members 
had five minutes,to explain a 
program item while prospects 
munched or sipped items of food. 
“Education” (state and local item) 
served apples for the teacher. 


“Judicial” (a state item) served 
courthouse cake. “Water” served 
—water! We don’t know what 
they ate when they got there, but 
these who followed the large cut- 
out footprints from the front door 
found copies of “Jyist Suppose . . 
you were in the other fellow’s 
shoes” when they reached the 
“Loyalty-Security” booth. 


Vol. VII, Nos. 1 through 12 
April 1957 through March - og 

CONGRESSIONAL ROUNDUP: Octo 

“la oe SPOTLIGHT: say "June, 
Ju August, September 

conchesd IONAL. TESTIMONY: April, 
(Foreign Aid); June (Foreign Aid) (item 
Veto); August (Foreign Aid) (D. C. Home 
Rule); September (Foreign Aid); March 

rad 

Be. ¢, HOME RULE: 83, Going on 84, Still 
Can't Vote, June 

ECONOMY, NATIONAL: Which Way the 
Economic Winds? December 

FOREIGN AID: Foreign Aid—Front and 
Center, April; Congress Considers Foreign 
Aid, June; The People Speak Up on For- 
eign Aid, June; Broadside reprint, June; 
How Does the Other Half Live? November; 
KUWLP, March 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS: 
Where Do You Live? November 

INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES: Aftermath of 
Cole v. Young, April; 4 gp Commission 
Reports; July; KUWLP, January, March; 
League Position_on Federal Loyalty-Secu- 
rity Programs. February. 

IN MEMORIAM: Mrs. Nelson Morris, July; 
Mrs. George H. Engels, September; Miss 
Elizabeth Eastman, ecember 

ITEM VETO: All or Nothing at All? May 

LEAGUE: National Council Holds Biennial 
Meeting, May; National Board Appoint- 
ments (Mrs. Phillips, May; Mrs. Petrullo, 
March); Miss Strauss Honored, May; 
Leaguer Becomes a Politico, August; Both 
Are Contributors, September; Convention 
Deadlines, September; Can Spring Be Far 
Behind? (National Program-making) Octo- 
ber; Regional Conferences, November, 
December; Trade First (World Trade 
Adviso Committee) January; Official 
Honored (Mrs. Lee), January; Education 
Fund, January; Proposed National Pro- 
gram and Budget, February; Nominees for 
National League Office, February; From 
the President's Desk: August (Program- 
making), September (Mrs. Engels), De- 
cember (Individual Action of League 
members), Februery (Proposed Program 
and Budget, etc.): From the Member's 
Desk: January, March (Program-making 
Process); Idea Exchange (The Very Idea!) 
March 

TRADE: KUWLP. January, March; From 
the Public's Desk (Cohn letter), February; 
How Do the Trade, Winds Blow? March 

UNITED NATIONS: anted—Window Wash- 
ers, September; UNESCO, December; Edu- 
cation by Exposure, January 
ATER: Treading Water When We Need 
to Swim, August; View from a Water Front 
(Potomac River Basin), February; KUWLP, 
January March 
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INDEX, THE NATIONAL. VOTER: 1/1/52, 
7/1/52, 1/15/53, 7/1/53, 2/15/54, 8/31/54, 
3/15/55, 8/15/55, 3/15/56, 3/15/57, March 1958 
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